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Dear Parents, 
 
Good day.  
 
As we journey together through the school year, one value that we want to nurture in our children 
is responsibility — the ability to carry out one’s duties with love and commitment, take ownership 
of one’s actions, and show care for one’s family, others and the environment around us. We see our 
children taking action to clean their classrooms every day before they go home as well as following 
the school rules as our good children. This helps to create a safe and conducive learning 
environment for all.  
 
We use the elephant as a mascot to represent our value of responsibility, and we want to thank our 
parents who voted for it in November last year. Elephants in many children’s story books depict a 
commitment to the well-being of the group or herd over individual needs. The mother elephant, 
usually the oldest and wisest, takes the responsibility of guiding the herd to sources of food, water 
and safety, protecting the weakest members from danger as well as taking care of the calf or even 
adopting orphans. We want our children to be responsible to oneself, her or his family, school as 
well as the larger community. 
 

 
 
Please allow me to share a short story - The Elephant and the Broken Bridge. In a forest lived a young 
elephant who was strong and kind, but often careless. One day, while crossing a small wooden 
bridge, the elephant ran and jumped playfully. The bridge cracked and broke. Smaller animals could 
no longer cross the river safely. 
 
At first, the elephant felt embarrassed and walked away. Seeing the animals struggle to cross the 
river safely, the elephant returned. With help from friends, the elephant carried logs, steadied the 
bridge, and guarded it until it was safe again. From that day on, the elephant learned an important 
lesson: Strength is not just about size, but about taking responsibility for what we do and taking 
action to resolve the problem that we have created.  
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This simple story reminds our children that being responsible means: 

• Thinking before we act (manage one’s feeling and impulsiveness) 

• Owning up to mistakes (we are not perfect and we learn from our missteps) 

• Doing our part, even when it is not easy (Always do the right thing, even when no one is 
watching) 

 
Our children are young, and they have yet to learn to regulate their emotions and impulsiveness. 
Some children understand the value of responsibility and are committed to doing the right things. 
Others, however, have yet to understand the value and would need adult supervision and guidance. 
We hope through our patience and guidance, these children will live out the value of responsibility 
eventually. We seek our parents’ understanding of this as not every child is able to appreciate and 
demonstrate this value.  
 
How parents can nurture responsibility at home 

• Give your child small, age-appropriate responsibilities (packing her or his bag, keeping study 
space tidy). 

• Allow natural consequences and guide reflection instead of rushing to fix things for your child. 
It is okay for your child to make a mistake or misstep as this is a learning opportunity 

• Affirm effort and follow-through: “Thank you for completing what you started.” 

• Model responsibility through your own actions and words — children learn best by watching us. 
 
When we and the family work together, we help our children grow into dependable individuals who 
can be trusted by others and by themselves. This is when they have lived out the value of 
responsibility.  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend my warmest wishes: 

• To our Muslim families who are observing the holy month of Ramadan, may it be a blessed time 
of reflection, resilience and peace. 

• To our families celebrating Chinese New Year, may the Year of the Horse bring good health, 
harmony, and renewed strength for all. 

 
Thank you, as always, for your partnership and trust. Together, let us continue to guide our children 
to grow not only in knowledge, but also in character. 
 
Partnering with you, 
Kelvin Tay / Principal 
Email: tay_hsien_chuan_kelvin@schools.gov.sg 


